
Editorial 
Namaste and welcome to the Michaelmas 2009 edition of Sanskaar! As the new academic 

year begins, we would like to welcome the freshers, as well as those returning to Cambridge, 

and hope that this year brings you all great success. 

In this issue we reflect on last termõs events, give you an insight into what we have in store 

for this term, as well as bring you some interesting and provocative articles. Enjoy! 

Payal Dube & Kani Varshneya, Editors 

Michaelmas 2009 
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Presidentõs Welcome 

Namaste and welcome to all our members, new and old. We hope youõve had a relaxing and 

refreshing summer and are ready for the variety of events CUHCS has in store for you this 

term!  

So what can be expected from us over the next few weeks? We start the term by getting to 

know our newest members with the Freshersõ Squash. Following this, weõll be having a Film 

Night. Look out for details shortly! 

The eagerly anticipated Mastana 2010 will get underway on 14th October with the Mastana 

Launch. For those of you who donõt know, Mastana is East Angliaõs largest Indian cultural 

arts show! If you missed out last year, or have never heard of it before, be sure to attend and 

find out how you can get involved. 

The two most important festivals at this time of year are no doubt Diwali and Navratri. A 

Diwali Pooja will be conducted at Bharat Bhavan on the day of Diwali itself ð 17th October - 

followed by Govardhan Pooja on the 18th. However, CUHCS will be holding its own Diwali 

event; our annual (and now infamous) Diwali Dinner on the 21st of October at Wesley House. 

Our Hindu Chaplain, Dr Vick, will conduct a short Pooja before we settle down to enjoy some 

sumptuous Indian food. Make sure to get your tickets for this popular event before itõs too 

late! 

Unfortunately, Navratri has already passed, but CUHCS will be celebrating it on the 21st of 

November with a Raas Leela Garba, where you can dance the night away to music provided 

by a live band. For the Garba novice, we will be holding a dance workshop closer to the time. 

Complete beginners (such as myself!) are encouraged to attend! 

Finally, all of us on the committee would like to wish you all the best for the term ahead and 

we look forward to seeing you at our events! All further details will be sent out through our 

emails. 

Animish Sivaramakrishnan 

CUHCS President 2009-10 



Easter Event Reviews 

Saraswati Pooja - 3rd May 2009 

As everyone returned to Cambridge at the beginning of 

Easter Term, it is fair to say a number of us were filled with 

some anxiety at the thought of upcoming exams and the 

prospect of hard work! CUHCS held our annual Saraswati 

Pooja to ask the blessings of Saraswati Ma, the Goddess of 

learning and knowledge. The event began with some 

traditional santoor and flute music from our guest musicians. Our chaplain, Dr Vick, carried out 

the pooja, whilst explaining the significance of its various components. After the pooja we enjoyed sitar music performed by 

Dr Vickõs daughter and bhajans from CUHCS members. The event concluded with Aarti and Prasadam. 

 

Dhamaka & Mastana 2009 DVD Launch - 13th June 2009 

CUHCS held its annual summer garden party, Dhamaka, in Trinity Hall Fellowsõ 

Garden during May Week. The sun was shining, exams were over and the long 

summer break was about to begin. Everyone enjoyed the fresh mango milkshake 

made by members of the CUHCS committee and wraps, bhajias, samosa and bhel 

from Pradips in London, all topped off with gajjar ka halwa and cream! 

In addition to the amazing food, henna, carrom, giant Jenga, Connect 4 and 

Twister were all on offer. The highlight was most definitely the chilli eating 

contest; spectators looked on in horror as contestants battled to stuff as 

many green and red chillies into their mouths as possible within 5 minutes. 

Congratulations go to the winner, Ahimza Thirunavukarasu! 

The fun didnõt end there! Dhamaka was followed by the premiere screening 

of the Mastana 2009 DVD in the McCrum lecture theatre. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to relax and relive every moment of the show. The 

DVD launch proved to be a great success as we quickly sold out of copies 

and began taking orders! Weõre now looking forward to Mastana 2010! 

 

Performance and Talk by Dr Sohini Ray - 14th June 2009 

Amongst the May Week festivities in June, CUHCS were proud to collaborate with C U India Society to welcome the 

world renowned Manipuri dancer, Dr Sohini Ray, to Cambridge. Manipuri dance originates from Manipur, an isolated 

state surrounded by mountains on the border of India and Burma; consequently 

the dance form has its own unique style. The story of Lord Krishnaõs childhood 

and his time with his beloved Radha are central themes to the dances, which are 

used as a form of devotion in the Manipuri temples. 

Dr Ray explained the history and development of Manipuri dance during her talk 

and also gave several beautiful performances. The event was enjoyed by all who 

attended and we look forward to working with CUIS to organise other such 

events.  



The Significance of the Raas Leela: A Sublime Devotional Experience 

The festive rƑsa dance commenced, with the gopƩs arrayed in a circle. Lord Kr s n a expanded Himself and entered between 

each pair of gopƩs, and as that master of mystic power placed His arms around their necks, each girl thought He was 

standing next to her alone. 

Verse 3, Chapter 33, Book 10, Bhagvata Purana 

Of all the tales of Lord Krishna, the Raas Leela is one of the most enchanting and beautiful. It displays the love and 

devotion of the gopis (milkmaids of Vrindavan) towards Shri Krishna, and in turn, his love for them. 

When on a full moon night, Shri Krishna began to play his flute, 

the gopis were busy, some cooking, some feeding their children, but 

as all were captivated by the sweet melody of Krishnaõs flute, they 

stopped what they were doing. Ignoring their husbands and 

brothers, they came to meet Krishna on the banks of the river 

Yamuna. He himself told them to go back home, as it was improper 

for young girls to wander around at night. They however begged 

for mercy and refused to go. 

It is our duty to fulfil our responsibilities and meet the 

expectations of those around us in our everyday life. However, just 

as Lord Rama is the incarnation of such societal values, Lord 

Krishna is that of the heart, and both elements are important. In other words, sometimes we should listen to our hearts as 

well as our minds; as with all things a balance is important. 

The gopis were rewarded for their loyalty and Shri Krishna began the Raas. However, on receiving such attention, the gopis 

became proud. Shri Krishna being omniscient knew and so left. Indeed, pride does come before a fall. 

The gopis were distraught; crying they began to sing for him. Seeing their despair, Krishna reappeared. Having experienced 

separation from Krishna their feelings became even more intense and then the Raas 

dance began in earnest. It was at this point that Shri Krishna multiplied himself so 

that each gopi thought he was dancing only with her. If we offer devotion, God will 

surely be there for each of us, even if we sometimes struggle to see how. We need 

only to be sincere; only once the gopisõ devotion became pure and not marred by ego 

did Shri Krishna reappear among them. 

It must be remembered that Krishna was merely a child at the time of his leelas in 

Vraj and the gopis not much older. It is easy to see the whole episode with an impure 

mind. The love between the gopis and Krishna is a divine love, and the Raas leela an 

expression of this, so that gopi and Krishna could become one. All too often Krishna 

and his cheeky behaviour are misunderstood! We can only aspire to have the same 

devotion in whatever we believe as the milkmaids of Vrindavan did for Krishna. 

Come and experience for yourself the fun of Raas this November! CUHCS hope to 

hold our own Raas Leela garba so keep your eyes peeled for more information! 

by Vruti Dattani 

http://srimadbhagavatam.com/r/rasa
http://srimadbhagavatam.com/k/krsna

